
 

Unit 2.11 
RE TODAY 

How and why do people mark the significant events of life? Year: 3 Term: Summer 2 

      

Ceremonies mark 

milestones in life. 
 

 

Christians have baptisms to welcome babies, children and adults into church.  It symbolises a 

commitment to living a life as a Christian.  Holy water is used as a 

symbol of being cleansed and made ready for a new life for God.  

Some Hindu communities have a Sacred Thread ceremony 

for boys to show they are ready to take on religious 

responsibilities. 

 

Bar Mitzvah is when a Jewish child reaches an age where they take 

responsibility for themselves. They read from the Torah, in Hebrew 

publicly in the synagogue. The ceremony is usually followed by a party 

involving food, music and dancing. It is expected for a boy to give a 

speech at the do to mark his new status as a man. 

Humanists are non-religious. They celebrate special moments too.  

People get married as a symbol of love and commitment. 
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Pupils should know: 

 Which times are special and why (EYFS) 
 How and why we celebrate sacred times such as Christmas (Incarnation), 

Easter (Salvation), Shabbat, Ramadan, Eid-ul-Fitr and Diwali. 


